
How To: Install a Garmin Nuvi
Courtesy of spl23

NB: if you intend doing anything like this, go to ebay and search for "BMW TIS" - this is the BMW 
Technical Information CD, which includes all the information on how to remove and replace trim. I 
paid under a tenner for mine including shipping - there are loads for sale on there as "buy it now". 
I couldn't get the door sill trim back on, but looked it up on TIS and had it done 2 minutes later - 
had I carried on with the way I was doing it, I'd just have snapped all the clips! 

I hate having wires draped over the car, so I like to install things as unobtrusively as possible. I 
bought a Garmin nuvi 310D a week or so before picking up the car, and today I wired it in - looks 
pretty good. 

I bought the Garmin car mount, which actually glues to trim rather than sticking to the 
windscreen, and mounted it between the instruments and the A pillar. So I then had to get some 
volts to it... 

The picture above shows the bracket location. To run the cable, you frst need to feed it under the 
seat rail (as the USB plug is small enough to ft) - you'll see why in a bit. Then plug it into the 
bracket, and start to hide the cable. 
The red line shows the route of the cable - tuck it behind the air vent (you'll need to push quite 
hard - a plastic or rubber kitchen spatula will help you to push it out of sight without damaging 
the cable or the trim) and then feed it through the gap between the roof and foor trims on the A 
pillar - then tuck it under the rubber door seal. 

Continue to tuck the cable in under the door seal all the way down the A pillar until you come to 
the door sill trim. 



Next, you need to pass it under the inner door sill trim. This just pulls of - get your fngers under 
one edge and tug frmly starting at one end. The trim comes of the 4 orange pins - you then need 
to get the pins themselves out so you can reft it. 
Get a small screwdriver under the fange around the edge of each, and lever them out of the sill 
metal, before sliding them back into the slots on the trim, ready for reftting. 

You can see that the front and back carpets join under this trim - push the cable down the join 
between the carpets, and pull through any slack under the seat before reftting the sill trim - it 
just pushes into place, but make sure you have the pins lined up with the holes, and make sure 
the ends locate properly with the A and B pillar foor trims - there are catches at either end to lock 
them together. 

You need a 12V extension cable, as the nuvi adaptor cable isn't long enough. 
I bought mine from Maplin for the princely sum of £2.99. 



Originally, I just plugged this into the auxiliary 12V socket by the handbrake, pulled the cable 
down and tucked it between the seat rail and the carpet. This isn't perfect, as it ties up the aux 
12V socket, and leaves a visible cable. 

This morning I did the job properly... 

Pull out the aux audio and 12V socket - just get a screwdriver under the edge of the whole 
assembly and lever it out. 

Cut the plug of the 12V extension, and feed the bare wire under the seat rail nearest to the centre 
console. There is a gap in the carpet leading up to the centre console trim - push the cable behind 
the carpet to hide it. When you reach the centre trim, lead the cable backwards towards the aux 
socket, tucking it under the trim as you go. 

When you get to the aux socket, pull the cable through so you can join it to the underside of the 
aux socket. 

The power plug pulls of the back of the aux socket - it is two standard blade connectors. I rigged 
up a wire with some crimp connectors so that the wire from the new extension plugs into the cable 
that went to the socket, and then used a couple of Scotchloks to run two short bits of cable with 
blade sockets on the end that I used to connect the original 12V aux socket in parallel. 

Make sure you observe the correct polarity - use a multimeter to check if you have one. 
Test it all, and then push the cables into the hole and clip the socket back into place. 
(I used a self-adhesive cable clip to make sure that the extension wire doesn't get tangled in the 
handbrake - unlikely, but just in case...) 

Finally, you need to plug the 12V plug into the trailing socket on the extension, and secure them 
to stop rattles. I cable-tied them to the underside of the seat, making sure that there was no 
position on the seat where they would either be pressed into some other part, or where a cable 
was put under tension. 



You can see the plug and socket in the middle of the picture. 

And that's it - looks pretty much invisible and is completely reversible when you sell the car. 

If you have the Bluetooth kit, a nuvi in its case fts very nicely in the "phone" section of the centre 
console when not in use, and you can put the trafc receiver in the compartment next to it.


